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The principle of equal rights enshrined in the Women's Charter frames marriage as "the equal 
cooperative partnership of different kinds of efforts for the mutual well-being of the spouses". 

Ir was a remarkable progressive law and hailed at that time as a major advance in social 
legislation, not only in the country, bur also in South-east Asia. 

We need to rake another giant step forward towards gender equality by creating a cooperative 
partnership for caregiving, among the state, community and men and women, so that there is 
mutual well-being and economic security for all its citizens. 

Women should shoulder only half the sky' of caregiving. 

• Dr Kanwaljit Sain is an orthopaedic and hand surgeon, a former Nominated Member of 

Parliament and a campaigner dedicated to improving the lives of women. 
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